CHAPTER III
THE EMPIRE, 1002-1046

fTH^HE imperial experiment of Otto III was only a The situation
I brief episode, and was followed by a return to the m 1002
JL normal; but the effect of it was seen in the diffi-
culties that faced his successor. The nobles, especially in
Saxony, had been alienated by Otto's neglect of Germany,
and left to themselves had recovered their taste for independ-
ence. The bishops had similar grievances, but they were at
any rate interested in the persistence of royal government,
in which they had an important share, and in the suppression
of the independence of the nobles, which was so prejudicial
to their own position. This was equally the case in the king-
dom of Italy, where Ardoin championed the lesser nobility
and the middle-class interests, in part against the marquises,
but much more against the bishops who had been the main-
stay of the German king's authority. A further difficulty had
arisen with regard to the tributary states to the east and
south-east of Germany. Otto Ill's policy of attaching them
directly to the imperial rather than to the German crown
had encouraged in them the idea of independence; Poland
and Hungary had also become ecclesiastically separate from.
Germany. Finally, at Rome, the Tusculan house, while it
returned to friendship with the German king, used that
friendship to defeat the Crescentii and gain control especially
over appointments to the Papacy; they were allies rather
than subjects of the Emperor.

The whole structure, then, was showing ominous cracks, The work of
to which the kings had to pay constant attention; they had rcconstruc-
to be continually on the alert to apply the hammer of force
or the cement of diplomacy wherever there were signs of a
rift; they eventually mended the framework, and kept it
in repair. This is, in the main, the story of the years 1002-
1046, and by a steady application along the lines laid down
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